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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to Applicant's application 10/568,968, filed 
2/22/06. Claims 1-20, which are currently pending, are considered below. 

Priority 

2. This is a 371 of PCT/JP/04/13720, dated 9/14/04, which claims priority to Japan 
2003-335990, filed 9/26/03. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 5/17/06 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Wilens 
(U.S. Patent 7092952). 

With respect to claim 1 , Wilens teaches reception means for receiving first taste 
information that represents the taste of a user from a terminal apparatus of the user (i.e. 
subscriber registers and stores personal profile, which is received and stored in 
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database, column 2. lines 59-61), storage means for storing the plurality of taste 
information that represent respectively the tastes of a plurality of other users (i.e. 
database stores user profiles which have preferences from many subscribers, claim 1). 
search means for searching for second taste information having a resemblance to the 
first taste information from the plurality of taste information stored in the storage means 
(i.e. users can search to match themselves with other users, column 9, lines 31-50, and 
users are matched based on their personal tastes and preferences, column 3, lines 9- 
15), and transmission means for transmitting at least attribute information of the other 
users that correspond to the second taste information to the terminal apparatus of the 
user (i.e. computer system transmits information about users taste, which may be 
biographical information, or information about personal preference, column 2, lines 66- 
67, and column 3, line 1). 

With respect to claim 2. Wilens teaches the transmission means transmits at 
least group information that represents groups that the other users belong to and 
corresponds to the second taste information as the attribute information to the terminal 
apparatus of the user (i.e. group creator may set the number of group members, who 
are matched to join the group by specific criteria or attributes, column 6, lines 29-39). 

With respect to claim 3, Wilens teaches the reception means receives a part of 
the first taste information that represents the taste of the user from the terminal 
apparatus of the user as search key information (i.e. when user sets up profile, they 
input personal information and preferences that are used as search keys for the system, 
column 8. lines 38-51), the search means searches for taste information including the 
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search key information from the plurality of taste information stored in the storage 
means as the second taste information having a resemblance to the first taste 
information (i.e. in order to match taste information or create a group, preferences, or 
stored search keys are compared, column 8, lines 38-51, and column 9, lines 1-10), and 
the transmission means transmits at least group infonnation that represents groups that 
the other users belong to and corresponds to the second taste information as the 
attribute information to the terminal apparatus of the user (i.e. information is transmitted 
on the computer about the groups that a user belongs to, and other groups that are 
available based on user preferences, column 8, lines 38-51). 

With respect to claim 4, Wilens teaches the transmission means transmits at 
least the second taste infomnation and group information that represents groups that the 
other users belong to and corresponds to the second taste information as the attribute 
information to the terminal apparatus of the user (i.e. group members have similar 
specified preferences, or tastes, which determine if the user has been admitted to the 
group, column 9, lines 31-36). 

With respect to claim 5, Wilens teaches the reception means receives a part of 
the first taste information that represents the taste of the user from the terminal 
apparatus of the user as search key information (i.e. when user sets up profile, they 
input personal information and preferences that are used as search keys for the system, 
column 8, lines 38-51), the search means searches for taste information including the 
search key information from the plurality of taste information stored in the storage 
means as the second taste information having a resemblance to the first taste 
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information (i.e. in order to match taste information or create a group, preferences, or 
stored search keys are compared, column 8, lines 38-51, and column 9, lines 1-10), and 
the transmission means transmits at least the second taste information and group 
infomnation that represents groups that the other Users belong to and corresponds to 
the second taste information as the attribute information to the terminal apparatus of the 
user (i.e. information is transmitted on the computer about the groups that a user 
belongs to, and other groups that are available based on user preferences, column 8, 
lines 38-51). 

With respect to claim 6, Wilens teaches transmission means for transmitting first 
taste information that represents the taste of a user to a predetermined apparatus that 
stores the plurality of taste information that represent respectively the tastes of a 
plurality of other users (i.e. user accesses database that has profiles of other users 
stored, claim 1), and reception means for receiving attribute information of the other 
users that correspond to the second taste information, the attribute information being 
information that the predetermined apparatus that has received the first taste 
information at least transmits after searching for second taste information having a 
resemblance to the first taste information from the plurality of taste information stored 
therein (i.e. when users set up their profiles, they specify their preferences, or tastes, 
which allow the users to gain membership to a group, column 8, lines 38-67). 

With respect to claim 7, Wilens teaches the reception means receives group 
information that represents groups that the other users belong to and corresponds to 
the second taste information as the attribute information, the group information being 
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information that tlie predetermined apparatus that has received the first taste 
information at least transmits after searching for second taste information having a 
resemblance to the first taste information from the plurality of taste information stored 
therein (i.e. users specify personal preferences or tastes in their profile, and are 
matched with groups that have the same characteristic requirements, column 8, line 38 
- column 9, line 10). 

With respect to claim 8, Wilens teaches the transmission means transmits a part 
of the first taste information that represents the taste of the user as search key 
information to the predetermined apparatus that stores the plurality of taste information 
that represent respectively the tastes of a plurality of other users (i.e. users set specific 
keys, or preferences, that are stored in the computer database, column 9, lines 1-10), 
and the reception means receives group information that represents groups that the 
other users belong to and corresponds to the second taste information as the attribute 
information, the group information being information that the predetermined apparatus 
that has received the search key information at least transmits after searching for taste 
information including the search key information from the plurality of taste information 
stored therein as the second taste information having a resemblance to the first taste 
information (i.e. members are admitted to a group if they have similar tastes, or 
preferences, and computer database receives specific preferences in order to match 
individual users with a group, column 6, lines 8-67). 

With respect to claim 9, Wilens teaches the reception means receives second 
taste infomiation and group information that represents groups that the other users 
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belong to and corresponds to the second taste information as the attribute information, 
the second taste infomriation and group information being information that the 
predetermined apparatus that has received the first taste information at least transmits 
after searching for second taste information having a resemblance to the first taste 
information from the plurality of taste information stored therein (i.e. users are added to 
groups when their preferences, or tastes fit the matching criteria for group membership, 
column 7, lines 25-46). 

With respect to claim 10, Wilens teaches the transmission means transmits a 
part of the first taste information that represents the taste of the user as search key 
information to the predetermined apparatus that stores the plurality of taste information 
that represent respectively the tastes of a plurality of other users (i.e. user key specifies 
user preferences and tastes, column 9, lines 1-10), and the reception means receives 
second taste information and group information that represents groups that the other 
users belong to and corresponds to the second taste information as the attribute 
information, the second taste information and group information being information that 
the predetermined apparatus that has received the search key information at least 
transmits after searching for taste information including the search key information from 
the plurality of taste information stored therein as the second taste information having a 
resemblance to the first taste informafion (i.e. users input their personal profiles with 
preferences and tastes, and groups are created to match users with similar tastes, 
column 8, line 38- column 9, line 10). 
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With respect to claim 1 1 , Wilens teaclies a reception step of receiving first taste 
information that represents the taste of a user from a terminal apparatus of the user (i.e. 
subscriber registers and stores personal profile in database, column 2, lines 59-61), a 
search step of searching for second taste information having a resemblance to the first 
taste information from a plurality of taste information of other users stored in 
predetermined storage means (i.e. users can search to match themselves with other 
users, column 9, lines 31-50, and users are matched based on their personal tastes and 
preferences, column 3, lines 9-15, and database stores profiles from many subscribers, 
claim 1), and a transmission step of transmitting at least attribute information of the 
other users that corresponds to the second taste information to the terminal apparatus 
of the user (i.e. users taste may be biographical information, or information about 
personal preference, column 2, lines 66-67, and column 3, line 1). 

With respect to claim 12, Wilens teaches the transmission step transmits at least 
group information that represents groups that the other users belong to and 
corresponds to the second taste information as the attribute information to the terminal 
apparatus of the user (i.e. group creator may set the number of group members, who 
are matched to join the group by specific criteria or attributes, column 6, lines 29-39). 

With respect to claim 1 3, Wilens teaches the reception step receives a part of the 
first taste information that represents the taste of the user from the terminal apparatus of 
the user as search key information (i.e. when user sets up profile, they input personal 
information and preferences that are used as search keys for the system, column 8, 
lines 38-51), the search step searches for taste information including the search key 
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information from the plurality of taste information of the other users stored in the 
predetermined storage means as the second taste information having a resemblance to 
the first taste information (i.e. in order to match taste information or create a group, 
preferences, or stored search keys are compared, column 8, lines 38-51, and column 9, 
lines 1-10), and the transmission step transmits at least group information that 
represents groups that the other users belong to and corresponds to the second taste 
infomnation as the attribute information to the temninal apparatus of the user (i.e. 
information is transmitted on the computer about the groups that a user belongs to, and 
other groups that are available based on user preferences, column 8, lines 38-51). 

With respect to claim 14, Wilens teaches the transmission step transmits at least 
the second taste information and group information that represents groups that the 
other users belong to and corresponds to the second taste information as the attribute 
information to the terminal apparatus of the user (i.e. group members have similar 
specified preferences, or tastes, which determine if the user has been admitted to the 
group, column 9, lines 31-36). 

With respect to claim 15, Wilens teaches the reception step receives a part of the 
first taste information that represents the taste of the user from the terminal apparatus of 
the user as search key information information (i.e. when user sets up profile, they input 
personal information and preferences that are used as search keys for the system, 
column 8, lines 38-51), the search step searches for taste infomnation including the 
search key information from the plurality of taste information of the other users stored in 
the predetermined storage means as the second taste information having a 
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resemblance to the first taste information (i.e. in order to match taste information or 
create a group, preferences, or stored search keys are compared, column 8, lines 38- 
51 , and column 9, lines 1-10), and the transmission step transmits at least the second 
taste information and group information that represents groups that the other users 
belong to and corresponds to the second taste information as the attribute information 
to the terminal apparatus of the user (i.e. information is transmitted on the computer 
about the groups that a user belongs to, and other groups that are available based on 
user preferences, column 8, lines 38-51). 

With respect to claim 16, Wilens teaches a transmission step of transmitting first 
taste information that represents the taste of a user to a predetermined apparatus that 
stores the plurality of taste information that represent respectively the tastes of a 
plurality of other users (i.e. user accesses database that has profiles of other users 
stored, claim 1), and a reception step of receiving attribute informafion of the other 
users that corresponds to the second taste information, the attribute information being 
information that the predetennined apparatus that has received the first taste 
information at least transmits after searching for second taste information having a 
resemblance to the first taste information from the plurality of taste information stored 
therein (i.e. when users set up their profiles, they specify their preferences, or tastes, 
which allow the users to gain membership to a group, column 8, lines 38-67). 

With respect to claim 17, Wilens teaches the reception step receives group 
information that represents groups that the other users belong to and corresponds to 
the second taste information as the attribute information, the group information being 



Application/Control Number: 10/568,968 Page 11 

Art Unit: 2169 

information that the predetermined apparatus that has received the first taste 
information at least transmits after searching for second taste information having a 
resemblance to the first taste information from the plurality of taste information stored 
therein (i.e. users specify personal preferences or tastes in their profile, and are 
matched with groups that have the same characteristic requirements, column 8, line 38 
- column 9, line 10). 

With respect to claim 18, Wilens teaches the transmission step transmits a part 
of the first taste information that represents the taste of the user as search key 
information to the predetermined apparatus that stores the plurality of taste information 
that represent respectively the tastes of a plurality of other users (i.e. users set specific 
keys, or preferences, that are stored in the computer database, column 9, lines 1-10), 
and the reception step receives group information that represents groups that the other 
users belong to and corresponds to the second taste information as the attribute 
information, the group information being information that the predetermined apparatus 
that has received the search key infomriation at least transmits after searching for taste 
information including the search key information from the plurality of taste information 
stored therein as the second taste information having a resemblance to the first taste 
information information (i.e. members are admitted to a group if they have similar tastes, 
or preferences, and computer database receives specific preferences in order to match 
individual users with a group, column 6, lines 8-67). 

With respect to claim 1 9, Wilens teaches the reception step receives second 
taste information and group information that represents groups that the other users 
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belong to and corresponds to the second taste information as the attribute information, 
the second taste information and group infomnation being information that the 
predetermined apparatus that has received the first taste information at least transmits 
after searching for second taste infomnation having a resemblance to the first taste 
information from the plurality of taste information stored therein (i.e. users are added to 
groups when their preferences, or tastes fit the matching criteria for group membership, 
column 7, lines 25-46). 

With respect to claim 20, Wilens teaches the transmission step transmits a part 
of the first taste information that represents the taste of the user as search key 
information to the predetermined apparatus that stores the plurality of taste information 
that represent respectively the tastes of a plurality of other users (i.e. user key specifies 
user preferences and tastes, column 9, lines 1-10), and the reception step receives 
second taste information and group information that represents groups that the other 
users belong to and corresponds to the second taste information as the attribute 
information, the second taste information and group infonnation being information that 
the predetermined apparatus that has received the search key information at least 
transmits after searching for taste information including the search key information from 
the plurality of taste information stored there in as the second taste information having a 
resemblance to the first taste information (i.e. users input their personal profiles with 
preferences and tastes, and groups are created to match users with similar tastes, 
column 8, line 38- column 9, line 10). 



Application/Control Number: 10/568,968 
Art Unit: 2169 



Page 13 



Conclusion 



6. Any inquiry concerning tfiis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexandria Y. Bromell whose telephone number is 571- 
270-3034. The examiner can normally be reached on M-R 6:30-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mohammad Ali can be reached on 571-272-4105. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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